Citizenship

St Vincent’s provides high-quality citizenship education which helps to provide
pupils with knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full
and active part in society. We foster pupils’ keen awareness and
understanding of democracy, government and how laws are made and
upheld. Our teaching will equip pupils with the skills and knowledge to explore
political and social issues critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make
reasoned arguments. We also prepare pupils to take their place in society as
responsible citizens, manage their money well and make sound financial
decisions. In St. Vincent’s we focus on the three themes; Rights &
Responsibilities, Political Participation and Life in Modern Britain.

Aims
The national curriculum for citizenship aims to ensure that all pupils:

acquire a sound knowledge and understanding of how the United
Kingdom is governed, its political system and how citizens participate actively
in its democratic systems of government

develop a sound knowledge and understanding of the role of law and
the justice system in our society and how laws are shaped and enforced

develop an interest in, and commitment to, participation in volunteering
as well as other forms of responsible activity, that they will take with them into
adulthood

are equipped with the skills to think critically and debate political
guestions, to enable them to manage their money on a day-to-day basis, and
plan for future financial needs

We develop pupils’ understanding of democracy, government and the rights
and responsibilities of citizens. Pupils will use and apply their knowledge and
understanding while developing skills to research and interrogate evidence,
debate and evaluate viewpoints, present reasoned arguments and take
informed action.

Pupils will be taught about:

the development of the political system of democratic government in
the United Kingdom, including the roles of citizens, Parliament and the
monarch

the operation of Parliament, including voting and elections, and the role
of political parties

the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom

the nature of rules and laws and the justice system, including the role
of the police and the operation of courts and tribunals

the roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society,
and the ways in which citizens work together to improve their communities,
including opportunities to participate in school-based activities

the functions and uses of money, the importance and practice of
budgeting, and managing risk.

Attainment targets for citizenship



By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and
understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant
programme of study.

Cross Curricular

Cross-curricular work offers a creative way to develop children's knowledge, skills
and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulating,
interconnected topics. A study which crosses subject boundaries allows for
investigations that engage children's imagination. It also gives teachers opportunities
to encourage active enquiry, taking the initiative, and discussion and debate by
children. As Citizenship is above all the study of the human condition and the world
that we live in, it provides us with endless opportunities for fostering children's

personal development.

Equal Opportunities

Citizenship provision is inclusive. All students are given access to the
Citizenship Curriculum, regardless of age, gender, religion, ethnic origin or
disability. For students with additional disability, potential areas are identified

and addressed at the outset of work.



