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— St Vincent’s School —

Headteacher’s Weekly Newsletter

Friday 17t October 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of week 7, our final full week in school for the first half-term, there’s a
real sense of pride and momentum across school. Pupils have continued to engage with
energy, enthusiasm and kindness — and with just one more week to go until the half-term
break, we’re already reflecting on how much has been achieved in such a short space of
time.

On Monday, | had the pleasure of meeting with our school governors to share recent
updates and reflect on the progress made so far this term. We discussed key developments
across teaching, residential, and enrichment - it was a great opportunity to celebrate the
dedication of our staff and the achievements of our pupils. As always, the governors offered
thoughtful insight and continued support as we work together to move the school forward.

House Points as we end the week are Ash (65), Oak (63), EIm (51).
Residential

Our residential provision continues to be a vibrant and nurturing space where pupils thrive
beyond the school day. This week, young people have taken part in a fantastic range of
activities, from calming yoga sessions to hands-on horticulture, baking and Bingo, helping
them develop new skills, build confidence, and support their wellbeing. It’s been especially
encouraging to observe pupils taking real ownership of their learning — many are using their
time in residential to keep on top of their studies, complete homework, and extend their
classroom learning in quiet, supported spaces. Residential life at St Vincent’s School is all
about balance, and it’s a joy to see our pupils embracing every opportunity on offer.

New Starters

This week we were delighted to welcome new pupils into both our Primary and Secondary
departments, and it has been a pleasure to observe how quickly they’ve begun to settle into
life at St Vincent’s School. Starting a new school is a big step, but our new pupils have
already shown great resilience and curiosity as they begin their journey with us. It’s been



equally heartening to observe how wonderfully our existing pupils have supported them —
offering a helping guide and plenty of encouragement along the way. It’s a real reflection of
the inclusive and caring community we’re so proud of here at St Vincent'’s.

Education Nature Park

This week, | met with staff to finalise our plans for the Education Nature Park, an exciting
part of our ongoing commitment to outdoor learning and sustainability. We’re especially
pleased to confirm the addition of a new wildlife pond within our glamping area — a rich
natural resource that will support science, geography, and wellbeing across the curriculum.
As part of the DfE’s national initiative, our Nature Park work helps pupils connect with the
environment in meaningful ways, and this new space will offer opportunities for exploration,
observation, and discovery for years to come.

Social Sessions

Our school social sessions have always been a brilliant way to bring pupils together beyond
the classroom, with last year’s highlights including trips to the Chill Factore and ten pin
bowling. We’re already planning more exciting opportunities for this academic year, giving
our young people the chance to relax, connect, and have fun in new environments. A big
thank you to our PTA for their continued support in helping make these events possible —
we can’t wait to share what’s coming next!

Headteachers Hot Chocolate

Congratulations to Oscar who again was this week’s Golden Ticket Winner. Oscar has had a
wonderful week in school — with marvellous maths work and making excellent progress in
English. Keep it up, Oscar!

Staff Wellbeing

To end the week, | had the pleasure of joining staff for a wellbeing walk around Waste Hill in
Cheshire. It was a fantastic opportunity to pause, connect, and enjoy the calm of the
outdoors together. Moments like these remind us of the importance of looking after our
own wellbeing, just as we do for our pupils. A big thank you to everyone who took part — it
was a real highlight of the week.

Thank you once again for your continued support. Have a restful and enjoyable weekend —
and the very best of luck to all pupils representing St Vincent’s School over the weekend!

Mr D Swanston

Headteacher



