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Philosophy 

Performing Arts is not a specific curriculum area but encompasses elements from many different subjects and disciplines, Music, Drama and Dance. St Vincent’s School believes that Performing Arts is a vehicle which allows children to use and develop their imagination as well as enabling them to express a wide range of sentiments and emotions as well as raising the self-esteem. Performing Arts offers excellent opportunities to all children regardless of their academic and social backgrounds and abilities.

Equal Opportunities
Equal opportunities should permeate all aspects of school life and it is the responsibility of all members of staff in our school. 

We believe that equal opportunity is the right of everyone to equal chances and each individual is respected for who they are.  

We aim to ensure that planning, teaching and learning reflects equality of opportunity for all of the pupils in our school
Introduction

This policy reflects the values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of the performing arts. It provides a framework within which all staff work. Performing Arts is not included as a single subject in the National Curriculum, therefore this policy is intended to be read in conjunction with other whole school policies. 

Aims 

We aim to provide all children at with: 
· The opportunity to participate in and experience a broad and balanced range of arts, which will also enhance other areas to provide a rich and exciting curriculum. 

· The opportunity to develop a progressive range of skills, confidence and self-esteem. 

· Arts activities that access other areas of the curriculum, different cultures and those from the local community. 

· The opportunity to develop vocabulary so they are able to communicate their experiences and ideas and to evaluate their own and others work. 

· The opportunity to use the Arts as an effective medium for achieving other educational objectives. 

· The opportunity to perform creatively in class assemblies, shows and productions. 

· The opportunity to use class based role play to develop language and communication skills. 

· The opportunity to express, themselves, enjoy themselves and to be successful. 

· To help develop a respect for others artistic tastes and points of view. 

Objectives
The specific objectives of the mathematics curriculum are:
· To develop the potential of each child in their knowledge, skills and understanding of performing arts by, effective planning, delivery and assessment

· To promote a fascination in the arts and an enthusiasm for the subject.

· To develop independent learners.
· To break down preconceived attitudes towards stereotypes of the arts or artists, performing arts can be objective (skill based) or subjective, providing opportunities for safe/unjudged explorative expressions of creativity through the medium of dance, drama, music, art or design. 
· To develop proficiency as musicians, artists, designers, actors and dancers, acquire audience skills such as listening, art appreciation and viewing responsively.
· To interpret and present their own or others’ work to a range of audiences
· To promote performance skills, confidence building whilst evaluate the different roles of artists in society such as to entertain, debate or challenge views and perceptions.
· To create and critique plays, dances and compositions using a variety of tools and techniques.
· To express feelings, ideas, experiences and beliefs in a variety of ways, improve coordination, flexibility, agility, strength and fine motor skills.
School Productions 

St Vincent’s School recognises the importance of school productions and as such, devotes some curriculum time for rehearsals and performances. Productions are organised by class teachers and Learning support assistants. All children participate in a performance throughout an academic year. These productions have many cross curricular links, particularly in Literacy, PHSE and History, and as well as rehearsals, lessons linked to the production are taught in class e.g. extended writing based on the production.
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Cross Curricular Links

The Performing Arts, as well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, also helps to develop skills and is implemented in other areas, especially in the development of Literacy (language skills, rhythm, rhyme, research, creative writing, communicating ideas), Maths (patterns, sequences and processes), dance, art, ICT (composing, notation, research, use of iPads and recording), and PSHE (reflecting, listening, creating, performing). A range of differentiated skills will therefore be implemented accordingly through subjects. 

Cross - Key Stage Links
In order to foster a school identity and sense of progression, Performing arts  adopts a whole school approach.  Classroom activities across the transition key stages are encouraged, along with a sharing of expertise and resources. 
Differentiation

· Foundation, KS1 and KS2 activities are differentiated within the class group

· At KS3 and KS4 where possible students are set according to ability within each key stage.
· Where possible work is prepared to accommodate the content/level of work being studied to meet individual needs.

· Extra challenges given to more able students in order to aid progression to expected target level.

· Specific needs are identified:

· According to VI condition

· High achievers

· Additional physical 

· Additional sensory

· Additional numeracy

· Behavioural

· EAL

Classroom Approaches
The classroom approach is based on:

· Clear learning objectives by the teacher.

· New learning is introduced using a variety of stimuli and appropriate resources.

· Encouraging reflective learning.
· Building on previous learning through questioning and intervention to a group or to an individual pupil.

· Pupils having the opportunity to demonstrate what they understand and what they can do.
· High levels of achievement are expected of all pupils.

· Achievement may be reviewed, using a variety of means.

Teaching Methods
A variety of methods are used allowing the use of the most appropriate for the situation
Grouping

· Individual

· Pair work

· Group

· Whole class

Methods

· Teacher presentation

· Written sources materials

· Brailled source materials

· Maths texts

· Discussion

· Flexible learning

· Mental maths

· Use of Interactive White Board 2015

· Videotapes

· Role-play

· ICT

· Practical maths, investigations, research.
· Singing, Dancing, Movement.

· Use of children’s literature to prepare mathematics work that they are interested in.

Progression
Students will progress according to their ability in this subject. The students will be continually assessed and entered for the appropriate exam/ accreditations.
Schemes of Work 
Each teacher provides schemes appropriate to teaching group/ individuals were necessary.
Special Educational Needs (VI)
These must be specific to the student and are met through

· groupings

· variety of recording methods, Braille, enlarged print, coloured paper and font. 
· lighting and seating arrangements

· modified materials/tactile aids

· LVAs

· LSA support

· presentation

· emphasis on AT1 skills, particularly at KS1/2

· emphasis on communication skills, particularly at FS

Full use of technology is made to facilitate access to all aspects of the curriculum.

· Research

· Use of Interactive Whiteboard
· Working with the ICT department on specific topics.

Training in manual dexterity, spatial awareness and visual enhancement is given where necessary.

SMSC in Performing arts 
Spiritual 

Performing Arts allows students to develop a sense of spirituality through the experience and emotion generated in the creative process. Students are encouraged to explore their spirituality through the creation of original pieces of music and drama, experiencing a sense of personal achievement when playing an instrument and studying subject matter that requires them to look within to empathize with other people. 

Moral

Performing Arts subjects require students to express their own responses to moral dilemmas and emotions. They can appreciate the work of practitioners in expressing unfairness, injustice and in celebrating the victory of good over evil. Encouraging critical discussion in response to challenging drama and music will be an integral process in learning and development. 

Social 

Music and drama are collaborative and social subjects. The concepts of groups working together to create a piece of musical or dramatic art are integral to learning within the Performing Arts department. During group activities students have to share, improve and discard ideas through co-operation and sensitivity to the feelings and opinions of others. Students are encouraged to perform to audiences in lessons which deepens their ability to interact with others in a range of ways. Extra-curricular activities such as the school production, choirs, concert bands, rock groups and drama clubs, provide a raft of opportunities for students to meet together to make music or create a piece of drama with like-minded individuals as well as providing opportunities for them to meet new people. 

Cultural 

The curriculum in the Performing Arts department is broad and comprehensive allowing students to explore music from the British Isles and around the world. Examples include western classical music; a diverse range of 20th Century music, including rock and pop, film music, jazz, minimalism; world music, including African drumming, Indian music and Latin American styles. In drama, students study texts and dramatic art forms from around the world. They can also begin to make connections between different cultures and their own. 

Performing Arts and the inclusion of British Values:  

· Music and Drama classroom expectations require a system of respecting others feelings and opinions.  Furthermore, specific topics in drama, explore the issues of right and wrong.  

· The study of music and drama enables students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self confidence through exploration of character and different perspectives, creating roles, expressing themselves through music and delivering these to a respectful audience.  

· Within drama, students study perceptions of society towards our elderly citizens, the role of law enforcement and morals within a number of our units of work. Opinions are explored and challenged in these units and teachers make boundaries clear in order to explore views and guide students on acceptable behaviours in the classroom and in society. 

· Students study music from a range of different cultures, religions and countries. During their studies we explore how they are similar to our own and the characteristics that make them special, interesting and unique.  

· Performing Arts subjects depend upon the ability to collaborate, tolerate, contribute and respect each other. These values are fundamental and reiterated throughout lessons. Skills are exercised regularly through group work, whole class work and as individuals when, for example, students may be working on creating a piece of music or drama when ideas must be shared, decisions made and compromises sought.  

· Extra-curricular activities also encompass the concepts of democracy, free choice, working with rules and guidelines and the exploration of other cultures, religions and beliefs. Examples include encouraging students to use school resources independently, taking responsibility for any equipment used; staging of school productions; student led concert, Christmas events, Drama Clubs and extra-curricular events. These activities contribute to the development of citizenship through behaviours or experience of other cultures and beliefs.
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