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1. Purpose of the policy

This policy reflects the aims and values of St Vincent's School. It ensures all stakeholders, including staff,
governors, parents and pupils, are working towards the same goals. Religious Education (RE) is a core part of
our curriculum, supporting the faith formation, moral development and personal growth of every pupil, regardless
of need or ability, and ensuring full participation in the Catholic life and mission of the school.

The purpose of this policy is to:

e Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on planning, teaching
and assessment of Religious Education.

e Demonstrate adherence to Catholic Education Service (CES) guidance, statutory requirements and
inspection expectations (Ofsted and Section 48).

e Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be taught in Religious
Education.

e Ensure RE is resourced and delivered to the same rigorous standard as other core subjects.
e Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum and Catholic life provision.

o Ensure that pupils receive a broad, balanced and aspirational RE curriculum that supports their
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

2. Subject vision

At St Vincent's School for Sensory Impairment and Other Needs, Religious Education plays a central role in
supporting pupils to explore faith, belief, and values in ways that are meaningful, accessible, and inclusive. As
a Catholic school, our RE curriculum reflects the values of our faith foundation, encouraging all pupils to develop
spiritually, morally, socially, and culturally, while respecting the diversity of the world around them.

Through the RED curriculum at Key Stage 2 and Source to Summit at Key Stage 3, we provide a progressive
and engaging programme of study that is carefully adapted to meet the needs of pupils with visual and sensory
impairments. Lessons make use of storytelling, tactile artefacts, sensory experiences, and auditory resources
to bring faith and belief to life, ensuring that every learner can participate fully and meaningfully.
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Our vision is for pupils to enjoy Religious Education, to ask big questions, and to develop empathy, respect,
and curiosity about the beliefs and traditions of others. In learning both about and from religion, pupils are
supported to reflect on their own lives, to celebrate diversity, and to embrace values such as kindness, fairness,
and community.

Religious Education at St Vincent's is about more than knowledge of faiths and worldviews; it is about nurturing
identity, belonging, and a deeper understanding of what it means to live well together in our school, our
community, and the wider world.

3. Aims and outcomes
Aims

At St Vincent's School, Religious Education is a core subject that nurtures pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development, rooted in our Catholic ethos and mission. RE empowers pupils to explore faith, belief and
values in a way that is inclusive, reflective and meaningful, while developing empathy, respect and a deep sense
of belonging. Through an accessible and aspirational curriculum, pupils learn both about religion and from
religion, enabling them to make thoughtful, compassionate and informed decisions as they engage with the
world around them.

We aim:

e To contribute in a vital way to the fulfilment of the Mission Statement, which expresses our Christian
ethos.

e To promote a knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith, including its relevance to life and the
skills required to engage in religious thinking.

e To promote a knowledge and understanding of other Christian denominations, world faiths and
cultures so that the dignity of all pupils may be recognised, respected and celebrated.

e To provide structured, well-differentiated lessons enabling all pupils at St Vincent’s to acquire and
apply skills that support moral understanding and enquiry-based learning.

e To provide programmes of learning which enable pupils of all abilities to succeed, promoting
achievement and self-worth.

e To develop an appreciation of personal, social, spiritual and moral dimensions of life to support
responsible decision-making and community participation.

e To encourage strong links between home, school and faith communities in supporting children’s
Religious Education.

The National Curriculum for Religious Studies aims to ensure that all pupils:
e Develop knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews.
e Understand the influence of religion and belief on individuals, families and communities.
e Learn to express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religion and belief.

e Develop skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews, including enquiry, analysis
and evaluation.

At St Vincent’s, these aims are delivered through a highly inclusive, sensory-adapted and spiritually rich
curriculum designed to meet the needs of all pupils, including those with visual impairment and additional
learning needs. Our provision aligns with both the Catholic Education Service expectations and the National
Curriculum principles, ensuring that every pupil is supported to access Religious Education meaningfully and
make sustained progress in knowledge, understanding and personal development.
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Outcomes

The outcomes of Religious Education at St Vincent’s are rooted in our mission to develop confident, reflective
and compassionate young people who recognise their dignity and the dignity of others. Our aim is to ensure
that all pupils, including those with visual and sensory impairments and additional learning needs, make
meaningful progress academically, spiritually, morally and socially.

RE supports pupils to:
e Become religiously literate young people who can think spiritually, ethically and theologically.
e Develop the knowledge, understanding and skills appropriate to their age and capacity.
e Understand Catholic beliefs and practices and their relevance to life and community.
¢ Recognise, respect and celebrate diversity across Christian traditions and world faiths.
e Engage in enquiry-based learning, ask thoughtful questions and reflect on big ideas.
e Develop moral awareness and make considered, responsible choices.
e Build self-esteem, identity and a sense of belonging within the school and wider community.

¢ Communicate understanding in ways accessible to their individual needs, using specialist support
where required.

e Participate fully in the Catholic life of the school and understand how faith can inspire action for
justice, compassion and service.

In doing so, pupils are equipped not only with knowledge of faith and belief, but also with the personal
qualities, social skills and values needed to contribute positively to society and live well with others.

4. Teaching and learning

Religious Education at St Vincent's is rooted in an inclusive, reflective, and values-driven pedagogy. We
recognise that our pupils learn in diverse ways, and we are committed to ensuring that every learner can access
meaningful, challenging, and enriching RE experiences. Learning is centred on enquiry, reflection,
communication, and exploration of faith and belief, with opportunities for pupils to learn both about religion and
from religion.

Teaching methods are carefully planned to be accessible, engaging, and responsive to pupils’ needs, including
those with visual and sensory impairments and additional learning needs. Teachers prioritise adaptive practice,
sensory engagement, structured support, and opportunities for independence, whilst reinforcing Catholic values
of respect, compassion, curiosity, and community. Our RE provision is collaborative, supported by teaching
staff, support staff, and the wider school community, ensuring that all pupils feel valued and able to participate
fully.

Teaching Methods

e Whole-class and small-group instruction: Delivered to introduce key concepts, foster shared
discussion, and build community understanding.

e One-to-one support where appropriate: Targeted guidance and reinforcement to support individual
learning pathways.

e Enquiry-based learning: Encouraging questioning, reflection, and exploration of moral, spiritual, and
theological ideas.

e Multi-sensory and tactile learning: Use of objects, symbols, sensory stimuli, and adapted resources to
support understanding and accessibility.

e Storytelling and reflective practice: Bringing Scripture, faith stories, and moral themes to life through
narrative, discussion, and guided reflection.

Page | 4



e Use of specialist resources: Including braille, large print, audio materials, and visual aids, where
appropriate and beneficial to learning.

e Cross-curricular links: Integrating RE themes with PSHE, literacy, humanities, arts, and personal
development to deepen understanding and relevance.

e Visits, visitors, and community links: When appropriate, faith representatives, charitable
organisations, and community figures support wider understanding and lived faith experience.

¢ Quiet reflection and prayer opportunities: Providing calm spaces for spiritual development,
contemplation, and respectful expression of faith.

Learning in Religious Education

Learning in Religious Education at St Vincent's emphasises enquiry, reflection, and personal development.
Pupils are encouraged to explore faith and belief thoughtfully, develop emotional literacy, ask meaningful
questions, and make links between learning, personal experience, and life in modern Britain. Learning is
inclusive, structured, and responsive to pupils’ needs, promoting confidence, resilience, and a sense of
belonging.

Learning Expectations

e Active engagement: Pupils are encouraged to participate in discussions, reflection, and activities in
ways that suit their abilities and communication styles.

¢ Building understanding over time: Concepts are revisited and developed progressively to support
secure learning and long-term understanding.

e Developing vocabulary and communication: Teaching supports the development of key religious
vocabulary, with adapted strategies used to support individual communication needs.

e Respect for diverse beliefs: Pupils learn to express their views respectfully and listen to the
perspectives of others, fostering empathy and inclusion.

¢ Reflection and personal growth: Pupils are supported to think about moral choices, values, and their
place in the community.

¢ Independent and supported learning: Pupils build independence at their own pace, with scaffolding
and adult support provided where beneficial.

e Use of adapted and sensory resources: Learning is supported through accessible formats, tactile
experiences, and multisensory strategies where appropriate.

e Application to everyday life: Pupils are encouraged to make connections between learning, lived
values, and responsible citizenship.

5. Curriculum overview

Religious Education at St Vincent's School is structured to ensure that all pupils can access meaningful,
progressive and engaging learning.

At Key Stage 3, pupils follow the Source to Summit programme, exploring key themes of faith, belief and values
through sensory and reflective experiences.

At Key Stage 4, pupils follow two pathways: the AQA Unit Award Scheme (UAS), which provides accreditation
through short, achievable units, and Edugas Route B, which deepens understanding of Catholic theology and
world faiths.
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5.1 Key Stage 3

Year 7
¢ Introduction to Catholic beliefs, values and practices
e Key stories from Scripture and what they teach us
e Belonging, community and the meaning of prayer

e Introduction to world faiths and respecting difference

e Deepening knowledge of Jesus' life and teachings
e Sacraments and symbols in the Catholic faith
e Moral choices, fairness and responsibility

e Understanding worship and the liturgical year

e Exploring vocation, faith in action and Catholic Social Teaching
e Justice, dignity, inclusion and global responsibility
e Scripture study and life’s ‘big questions’

e Identity, belonging and commitment to others

5.2 Key Stage 4

Year 10.1
¢ Introduction to Eduqas Route B key topics through accessible tasks
e Exploring faith in action, moral decision-making and community values
¢ AQA Unit Award Scheme modules to build accreditation and confidence

e Reflective learning and preparation for life beyond school

Year 10.2
e Personalised Route B preparation and RE pathways at an appropriate level
e AQA UAS modules selected to match individual learning profiles
e Exploration of key Christian beliefs and life themes

e Focus on meaningful participation, communication and personal growth

5.3 Progression Across Key Stages
Across all year groups, learning builds progressively, reinforcing:
e Understanding of Catholic beliefs and practices

e Respect for other religions and worldviews
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e Personal reflection, moral reasoning and empathy

e Communication, enquiry and critical thinking skills

This curriculum enables all learners to make sustained progress in Religious Education while growing in faith,
identity, confidence and independence.

The table below outlines the programmes of study for each year group.

5.4 Programmes of Study

Year Group Autumn Autumn Spring Term Spring Summer Summer Term
Term 1 Term 2 1 Term 2 Term 1 2
Year 7 Creation and | Prophecy Galilee to Desert to To the Ends | Dialogue and
Covenant and Jerusalem Garden of the Earth Encounter
Promise
Year 8 Creation and Prophecy Galilee to Desert to To the Ends | Dialogue and
Covenant and Jerusalem Garden of the Earth Encounter
Promise
Year 9 Creation and Prophecy Galilee to Desert to To the Ends | Dialogue and
Covenant and Jerusalem Garden of the Earth Encounter
Promise
Year 10.1 Component | Component | Component | Component | Component Exam
1: 2: Applied 1: 3: Judaism 2: Applied Preparation
Foundational Catholic Foundational Catholic
Catholic Theology Catholic Theology
Theology Theology
Year 10.2 Introduction Christian Moral Judaism: Caring for Expressing
to World Beliefs and Choices: Beliefs and the Faith through
Religions Festivals Right and Practices Environment | Art or Drama
Wrong

6. Cross-curricular links

Religious Education contributes significantly to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and
interconnects meaningfully with other curriculum areas. The RE department works with all subject areas and
collaborates closely with colleagues to promote shared values, deepen knowledge and reinforce key skills. The
department works particularly closely with the Music and Humanities departments. With Humanities and RE,
there may be some duplication of topics relevant to Catholic Social Teaching — such as environmental
stewardship, ethical decision-making, human dignity, and issues such as immigration and poverty — ensuring
a coherent and complementary learning experience for pupils.

Humanities

RE and Humanities overlap in areas such as world religions, ethical issues, significant historical events, and
cultural understanding. Pupils explore themes like social justice, community, identity and global responsibility
across both subjects, supporting deeper reflection and empathy.

Music
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Music plays an important role in worship, celebration and religious expression. Cross-curricular links include
liturgical music, hymns, reflective listening and the role of music in religious celebrations and traditions.

English & Communication

RE supports language development through discussion, storytelling, comprehension and reflective writing.
Pupils learn to articulate beliefs, construct explanations, use key vocabulary and listen respectfully to others.

PSHE & Citizenship

RE complements PSHE by promoting emotional literacy, respect, empathy, community engagement and ethical
decision-making. Joint themes include relationships, wellbeing, identity, diversity and responsibility for self and
others.

Art & Creative Arts

RE links with Art through religious symbolism, sacred art, expression of faith and creativity as a reflection of
belief. Creative projects allow pupils to represent ideas and values visually and tactilely.

Science

RE and Science work together to explore creation, stewardship of the Earth, ethical questions in medicine and
technology, and respect for life.

Computing

Technology supports accessibility in RE through audiobooks, braille displays, screen readers and research
tools. Pupils develop digital literacy while exploring faith resources and learning safely online.

Physical Education & Wellbeing

RE reinforces concepts of respect, teamwork, fairness and personal responsibility celebrated in PE. Spiritual
reflection and mindfulness also support emotional wellbeing.

SEND & Inclusion Provision

Cross-departmental planning ensures that pupils with sensory impairment and additional needs can participate
fully in RE through adapted resources, pre-teaching, communication support and sensory learning
opportunities.

These cross-curricular connections help pupils apply religious and moral principles across learning, develop
key skills holistically and understand their place within the school, community and wider world.

7. Assessment, Recording and Feedback

Assessment in Religious Education at St Vincent’s supports pupils’ spiritual, moral and academic development,
recognising the diverse ways in which learners demonstrate understanding, reflection and growth. Daily
classroom work and engagement form a key part of our assessment approach. Evidence of learning may include
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oral responses, tactile or visual work, written tasks (where appropriate), creative outcomes and participation in
class discussion, reflection or prayer.

Assessment is inclusive and responsive to learners’ needs. Pupils’ progress is recognised in areas such as
spiritual and moral awareness, respect for others, communication, participation, independence and application
of learning to life and community. Assessment processes are adapted for pupils with visual impairment and
additional learning needs, ensuring equity, accessibility and dignity.

7.1 Assessment
Formative Assessment

Formative assessment takes place continuously through observation, questioning, and feedback within lessons.
Teachers monitor pupils’ engagement, understanding, and personal reflection, adapting tasks and expectations
to meet individual needs. Progress is recorded through lesson evaluations, informal notes, and pupil voice
activities.

e Regular observation and interaction during lessons.

o Reflective questioning to check understanding and extend thinking.

e Oral and visual feedback throughout lessons.

e Pupil self-assessment and reflection opportunities where appropriate.

e Adapted strategies for learners requiring additional support or alternative communication methods.

Summative Assessment

Summative assessment provides a broader view of pupil progress at key points in the year. It reflects both
knowledge and personal development, taking into account pupils’ learning styles and access needs.

e Termly assessment of knowledge, understanding and reflective ability aligned to curriculum themes.
e Progress against personalised learning aims and developmental targets.
e Use of AQA Unit Award Scheme at KS4 to celebrate achievement through structured steps.

e Assessment bands used to reflect progress (Emerging, Developing, On Track, Secure, Exceeding).

Marking

Children receive regular feedback and St Vincent's School marking follows the school’'s marking policy. More
information can be found in our Marking and Feedback Policy.

7.2 Recording

Recording of pupil progress and achievement is managed through a combination of class records, portfolios,
and assessment documentation. Evidence is collected in a range of forms including tactile or sensory work,
written tasks, oral contributions, and reflective activities.

e Evidence recorded in class books, tactile/sensory portfolios or digital platforms.
¢ Notes on pupil reflection, participation and key skills.
o AQA UAS credits recorded and submitted for moderation at KS4.

e Teachers track progress and annotate learning where appropriate.
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7.3 Feedback

Feedback in Religious Education at St Vincent’s is ongoing, constructive and adapted to pupils’ individual needs.
The purpose of feedback is to celebrate success, guide development and encourage reflection, while promoting
confidence and independence.

Feedback may be delivered verbally, visually or through tactile cues depending on pupil preference and access
needs. When written feedback is appropriate, it follows the whole-school marking and feedback policy. Staff
ensure that feedback remains meaningful, manageable and focused on key learning objectives, supporting
pupils to recognise their progress and understand next steps.

8. Resources

St Vincent's provides a range of appropriate and accessible resources to support effective Religious Education.
Materials are selected to reflect our Catholic ethos, encourage understanding of diverse beliefs, and meet the
needs of pupils with visual impairment and additional learning needs. Staff use professional judgement to adapt
and select resources that promote participation and meaningful engagement.

8.1 Textbooks and Other Equipment

A range of age-appropriate and accessible learning materials are used to support Religious Education. These
may include tactile objects, large print resources, braille versions where available, audio materials, and digital
tools such as iPads and other suitable classroom technology. These resources support communication,
reflection and independent learning.

Pupils also benefit from the personalised support of Learning Support Assistants (LSAs), who help ensure that
activities and materials are accessible, meaningful and suited to individual needs. LSAs play an essential role
in promoting independence, facilitating communication and providing individualised guidance during lessons.

While we aim to use high-quality and relevant resources, staff prioritise materials that best support
understanding, participation and spiritual development, adapting them as needed to suit the learning context.

8.2 External Speakers, Local Museums and Trips

Where appropriate and beneficial to learning, opportunities may be created for pupils to engage with visitors,
local community representatives or faith-related organisations. On occasion, learning may be enhanced through
carefully considered visits to local places of worship, museums or community spaces, where these experiences
support curriculum themes and are accessible to pupils.

Visits and external contributions are planned carefully to ensure they are meaningful, inclusive and aligned with
the values and aims of Religious Education at St Vincent’s. These opportunities are considered thoughtfully and
take place when they are safe, appropriate and support pupils’ understanding of faith, community and belonging.

9. Roles and Responsibilities
9.1 Senior Leadership Team
The Senior Leadership Team at St Vincent’s school will:
e Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject.
e Support staff through the provision of training and resources.
e Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject.
o Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met.

e Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out.
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9.2 Subject Leader
The subject leaders at St Vincent’'s school will:
e Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans.
e Promote the study of the subject throughout the school.
e Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject.
e Attend appropriate CPD.
e Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject.
e Evaluate resources.

e Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and keep them informed
about subject developments nationally.

e Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development.

9.3 Link Governor
The link governor responsible for monitoring the curriculum at our school will:
e Monitor the impact of the subject across the school and on pupils.
e Monitor teacher workload and professional development.
o Ensure subject action plans are suitable.
e Monitor the quality of resources.
o Keep track of pupil and parent engagement with the subject.

e Keep up to date with the curriculum (what’s taught, why it's taught, and how it's taught).

9.4 Classroom Teacher

Classroom teachers at our school will:
e Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy.
e Report to the curriculum manager / Assistant Headteacher.

e Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD.

9.5 Parents

The parent community at our school will follow the responsibilities set out in the Home School Agreement.
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10. Inclusion

All pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which enables them to make progress in
relation to their priority needs.

Pupils at St Vincent's may have additional needs — sensory, physical, emotional, behavioural or additional
learning difficulties.

For these pupils there is a need to provide further modifications to the teaching programmes. As a school we
ensure we follow the SEND Code of Practice (2014, updated April 2020) and the Education Health Care Plans
(EHCP). Teachers will plan lessons so pupils with visual impairment and/or sensory need can study Religious
Education, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.

Differentiations for Levels of Ability

Religious Education lessons take place in groups of mixed ability. RE teachers at St Vincent's are very much
aware of the need to vary teaching styles so as to motivate learners and to cater for different levels of ability.
Teaching is adaptive and flexible, recognising that pupils may require a range of approaches including
multisensory learning, scaffolded tasks, vocabulary support, pre-teaching of concepts and opportunities for
repetition and reinforcement.

Where needed, LSAs provide support to help pupils access learning and build independence, while teachers
ensure that all activities are meaningful, respectful and aligned with individual learning needs.

11. Links to Other Policies

This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures:
e  Curriculum Policy
e Assessment Policy
e Marking and Feedback Policy
e SEND Policy

12. Monitoring and review

This policy will be reviewed by staff and governors every year.
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