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1. Purpose of the policy 

This policy reflects the aims and values of St Vincent’s School. It ensures all stakeholders, including staff, 
governors, parents and pupils, are working towards the same goals. In our school, English is particularly vital 
as it supports the development of functional communication and literacy through accessible, inclusive 
approaches. This ensures that every learner can engage with language in a way that suits their individual 
needs. 

 

The purpose of this policy is designed to:  

 

• Set out a framework for all teaching and non-teaching staff, giving guidance on planning, teaching 
and assessment 

• Demonstrate adherence to the National Curriculum objectives and guidelines  

• Provide clear information to parents and carers about what their children will be taught 

• Allow the governing board to monitor the curriculum 

• Provide Ofsted inspectors with evidence of curriculum planning and implementation 

 

This policy will be available on our school website www.stvin.com.  

 

2. Subject vison 

Here at St Vincent, English provides pupils with visual and sensory impairments the opportunity to develop 
essential communication skills, fostering confidence in reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Fully aligned 
to the National Curriculum, our approach ensures that all pupils can access the core objectives through 
carefully adapted, multisensory teaching strategies, including tactile resources, auditory materials, and 
interactive activities that reduce barriers to learning. We place a strong emphasis on reading and phonics, 
recognising the vital importance of literacy for Braille users and the role it plays in developing independence, 
comprehension, and lifelong learning skills. 

http://www.stvin.com/
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Our vision is for pupils to enjoy exploring language, to express their ideas clearly, and to develop 
comprehension, vocabulary, and creative skills that enable them to engage with the world around them. 
English at our school empowers pupils to become confident communicators, independent learners, and 
imaginative thinkers, while also building resilience, critical thinking, and the ability to connect their learning 
across subjects and real-life contexts. 

 
 

3. Aims and outcomes 

At St Vincent’s, our English curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils: 

1. Develop fluency and confidence in communication – becoming articulate speakers and attentive listeners who 
can express ideas clearly and respond thoughtfully to others. 

2. Read widely and often – fostering a lifelong love of reading by engaging with a diverse range of literature, 
genres, and authors from different cultures, traditions, and time periods. 

3. Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences – developing creativity, accuracy, and independence as 
writers who can plan, draft, edit, and evaluate their work. 

4. Acquire a secure command of the conventions of English – including grammar, punctuation, spelling, and 
handwriting, and apply these with increasing sophistication. 

5. Develop a rich and precise vocabulary – enabling pupils to read, write, and speak with confidence, depth, and 
nuance. 

6. Become critical thinkers and reflective learners – using reading, writing, and discussion to explore ideas, 
challenge perspectives, and form reasoned opinions. 

7. See themselves represented in what they read and write – and understand the power of language in shaping 
identity, relationships, and the world around them. 

These aims are fully aligned with the National Curriculum for English in England, which seeks to ensure that all pupils 
can: 

“Read easily, fluently and with good understanding; develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure 
and information; acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions; 
write clearly, accurately and coherently; and use discussion in order to learn.” 
(DfE, English National Curriculum, 2014). 

 

Outcomes: 

By the end of each key stage, pupils at St Vincent’s will: 

• Speak and listen with increasing confidence, demonstrating clarity, empathy, and respect for different 
viewpoints. 

• Read fluently with strong comprehension skills, able to infer, predict, summarise, and evaluate texts 
independently. 

• Write competently and creatively, adapting tone, style, and structure for audience and purpose. 

• Apply spelling, grammar, and punctuation accurately and consistently across subjects. 

• Show a developed authorial voice, expressing individuality and creativity through their writing. 

• Demonstrate curiosity and enjoyment in reading and writing, showing sustained engagement and 
motivation. 

• Transfer literacy skills across the curriculum, supporting achievement in all subjects. 
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Progress towards these outcomes is tracked through formative and summative assessments, moderation, and 
pupil voice, ensuring that every learner makes measurable progress and leaves St Vincent’s as a confident, 
literate communicator ready for the next stage of education and life. 

 

4. Teaching and learning 

 
English is taught in single aged classes by class teachers. Lesson plans are based around the subject’s long-
term plan and resources available, with objectives adapted to suit the stage of development for the pupils in 
each class. The teaching of English is completed by following the DfE National Curriculum and also includes 
the Curriculum Framework for Visual Impairment (CVFI). 

 

The teaching of English at our school is rooted in individualised, multisensory, and communication-rich 
experiences. Teachers plan engaging learning opportunities that are responsive to pupils’ developmental 
levels, communication needs, and preferred learning styles. 

Key features of our approach include: 

• Personalised Learning: All lessons are tailored to individual EHCP outcomes, learning targets, and 
communication priorities. Teachers use the engagement model, Pre-Key Stage Standards, or 
National Curriculum objectives as appropriate. 

• Total Communication Environment: We value every form of communication — spoken, signed (e.g., 
BSL), — ensuring all pupils can participate and be understood. 

• Multisensory and Practical Learning: Pupils learn through a range of sensory and experiential 
activities that promote engagement and retention, including storytelling, drama, music, art, ICT, and 
real-life contexts. 

• Phonics and Early Reading: Where appropriate, pupils access a structured, systematic synthetic 
phonics programme (e.g., Read Write Inc, Little Wandle SEND, or similar), adapted to individual need 
and pace. 

• Reading for Meaning and Pleasure: Pupils engage with a wide variety of texts — sensory stories, 
picture books, adapted literature, and digital media — to build comprehension, imagination, and 
enjoyment. 

• Writing and Mark-Making: Writing is developed from emergent mark-making and pre-writing skills 
through to sentence construction, composition, and editing. Fine and gross motor skills are supported 
through occupational therapy-informed strategies. 

• Speaking and Listening: Communication and oracy are developed through structured talk, role-play, 
circle time, group discussion, and performance, with explicit teaching of social communication and 
listening skills. 

 

Teaching Methods 

A variety of methods is used, allowing personalising learning. Formative assessment is central for this 
practice. This is flexible according to the learning outcomes and needs of the pupils.  

Grouping:  

• individual 

• pair work 

• group 

• whole class. 

Repertoire:  

• activation of prior knowledge 



 

 

 

Page | 5 

• modelling 

• scaffolding 

• written source materials 

• discussion and dialogue 

• explanation 

• exploration  

• investigation 

• flexible learning 

• literature 

• audio  

• DVD 

• drama/roleplay    

• theatre/other visits 

• ICT 

• media work. 

 

 

Manual Dexterity 

• The visually impaired are considerably poorer in motor function/skills than their fully sighted peers, the 

partially sighted are nearer to the blind in their function than to the fully sighted. 

• Fine motor skills are crucial for the successful completion of most activities, these include the following: 

1. Picking up small objects, pencils, rubbers 

2. Use of ICT equipment 

3. Use of rulers – holding still while drawing and lining up 

 

Progression 

Progression is enabled through assessment, target setting and pupil tracking.  

• Progression through EYFS is ensured by support in the specific area of literacy through 

which the prime area of communication and language is strengthened and applied. 

• Progression through KS1 and KS2 is ensured by the implementation of the Framework for Key Stages 1 

and 2. 

• Progression from KS2 through KS4 is ensured by the implementation of the Framework for Key Stages 3 

and 4. 

• Progression through KS4 and Post 16 is ensured by the implementation of the 16 – 19 Study programme. 

Schemes of work are based on the end of key stage expectations in the NC, with opportunity for adaptive teaching 

on each side of that level. Assessment is both formative and summative and follows whole school policy.  

Student progress is monitored and tracked using a range of performance measures, including teacher 

assessment and test results. Students have termly opportunities to discuss progress and set targets.  
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Staff, students and parents can monitor progression through external examination 

levels/grades, student assessment sheets, student progress sheets, EYFS Profiles and 

Classroom Monitor. Progression is also seen through teachers' planning/assessment.  

 

5. Curriculum overview 

At St Vincent’s, the English curriculum is designed to be broad, balanced, and accessible to all pupils, from 
Key Stage 1 through to Key Stage 5. It is rooted in the National Curriculum for English, adapted to meet the 
individual needs, abilities, and communication profiles of our learners. 

Progress through the curriculum is based on developmental stages rather than age alone. Pupils move 
between pathways at their own pace, with opportunities for consolidation, enrichment, and extension at each 
stage. 

5.1 Key Stage (KS) 1 

At this stage, pupils focus on developing early communication, listening, and reading readiness. Learning is 
highly multisensory and embedded in play, stories, and practical experiences. 

Key features: 

• Emphasis on speaking and listening, turn-taking, and understanding key vocabulary. 

• Systematic phonics teaching (e.g., Read Write Inc. SEND, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised) 
for pupils able to access a phonetic approach. 

• Introduction to mark-making and early writing, supported by fine-motor skill development. 

• Shared reading and sensory storytelling to promote enjoyment and engagement with language. 

• Use of symbols, signing (e.g., Makaton/BSL), and visual communication aids to ensure access for all. 

5.2 Key Stage (KS) 2 

The focus at this stage is on broadening vocabulary, reading fluency, and structured writing. Pupils 
consolidate phonics knowledge and begin to apply it more independently. 

Key features: 

• Continued development of phonics, word recognition, and spelling patterns. 

• Exposure to a wider range of texts, genres, and authors, including traditional tales, poetry, and factual 
writing. 

• Introduction to grammar and punctuation through practical, modelled examples. 

• Development of sentence structure, planning, and sequencing ideas for writing. 

• Continued emphasis on oracy, including drama, role-play, and presentation. 

• Reading for meaning, enjoyment, and information across the curriculum. 

5.3 Key Stage (KS) 3 

At Key Stage 3, pupils deepen their understanding of language and how it is used for different audiences and 
purposes. Learning focuses on functional communication and extended reading and writing. 

Key features: 

• Study of narrative and non-fiction texts, including modern and classic literature. 

• Explicit teaching of reading comprehension strategies (inference, deduction, summarising). 

• Development of functional literacy skills — reading timetables, writing lists, completing forms. 

• Encouragement of creative writing and personal expression through poetry, drama, and storytelling. 
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• Focus on discussion and debate, encouraging pupils to justify opinions and respond to others. 

• Integration of ICT and assistive technology to support reading and writing. 

5.4 Key Stage (KS) 4 

In Key Stage 4, pupils apply and refine their English skills in preparation for adult life, further education, and 
employment. Learning focuses on functional application, communication in real contexts, and formal 
accreditation where appropriate. 

Key features: 

• Focused teaching of Functional Skills English or Entry Level English qualifications (where applicable). 
There are also opportunities for students to access work relating to the GCSEs for English Language 
and Literature. The Exam Board for this will be AQA. It will be decided on an individual basis who will 
be entered for these examinations. 

• Continued emphasis on communication for independence, e.g., understanding signs, instructions, and 
everyday texts. 

• Work-related literacy, including CVs, letters, emails, and interview preparation. 

• Opportunities to read and discuss a range of texts, including contemporary media. 

• Creative projects (film, drama, performance poetry) to build confidence and enjoyment. 

5.5 Key Stage (KS) 5 

At Key Stage 5, English continues to be a core element of each student’s programme of study, supporting 
independence, employability, and community participation. 

Key features: 

• Focus on communication for adult life: understanding and completing forms, reading for leisure, and 
writing for practical purposes. 

• Functional Skills English (Entry Levels to Level 2) or ASDAN Communication modules, depending on 
ability and need. 

• Practical literacy embedded in work experience, enterprise projects, and community learning. 

• Continued development of speaking and listening for confidence, social interaction, and transition to 
adulthood. 

• Emphasis on digital literacy — composing emails, online safety, and accessing digital information. 

 

Detail of programmes of study/curriculum maps can also be found on our school website: www.stvin.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stvin.com/
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5.6 Programmes of study 

  

 Autumn term 1 

(8) 

Autumn term 2 (7) Spring term 1 (6) Spring term 2 

(5) 

Summer term 

1 (6) 

Summer term 

2 (7) 

Year 7 Baseline Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–3) 

 

 

Reading: The 
novel Once (AO1–
4) 

Novel: Once 
(AO1–4) 
MCQs 
Vocabulary 
Assessment (AO2) 

 
Mini Writing & 
Reading 
Assessments 
(AO5–6) 

Poetry to Inspire 
(AO2–3) 

 
 

 

 

Poetry Assessment 
(AO2–4) 

Drama: Reading 
Frankenstein 
(AO1–4) 

Frankenstein – 
Mini Writing 
Assessments 

(AO5–6) 

Recap from 
Autumn 1 
Baseline 
Reading 
Assessments 

 
End of Year 
Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–4) 

Year 8 Baseline Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading: The 
novel Trash 
(AO1–4) 

 Novel: Trash 
Vocabulary Test 
(AO2) (AO1–4) 
MCQs 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mini Writing & 
Reading 
Assessments 
(AO5–6) 

Poetry: Places 
(AO2–3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Poetry 

Assessment (AO1–
4) 

Society & 
Protest: 
Persuasive 
Speeches 

 

Writing Task 

(AO5–6) (AO7–
9) 
 

 

 

Presentation of 
Speeches 
Speaking & 
Listening (AO7–
9) 

Speeches: 
Charity 
Campaigns  

 

Writing Task 

(AO5–6) (AO7–
9) 

 

 

 

Speech 
Speaking & 
Listening 
Practice 

(AO7–9) 

Recap from 
Autumn 1 
Baseline 
Reading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 
End of Year 
Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–4) 

Year 9 Baseline Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–3) 

 
 

Reading: The 
novel Animal 
Farm (AO1–4) 

Novel: Animal 
Farm (AO1–4) 
MCQs 
Vocabulary Test 
(AO2) 

 
Mini Writing and 
Reading 
Assessments 
(AO5–6) 

 Poetry: 
Relationships 
(AO2–3) 

 

 

Poetry Assessment 
(AO1–4) 

Shakespeare: 
Romeo and 
Juliet (AO1–4) 
MCQs 
Vocabulary Test 
(AO2) 

Mini Writing and 
Reading 
Assessments 
(AO5–6) 

Non-Fiction: 
Gaming 
Speeches 

(AO7–9) 

Recap from 
Autumn 1 
Baseline 
Reading 
Assessments 

End of Year 
Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–4) 

Year 

10 

GCSE 

AQA English 
Language Paper 1 
Baseline Reading 
Assessment 
(AO1–4) 
 

Play: An Inspector 
Calls (AO1–4) 

 Play: An Inspector 
Calls (AO1–4) 
MCQs 
Vocabulary Test 
(AO2) 

 
Reading/Writing 
Tasks (AO5–6) 

Novel: A Christmas 
Carol (AO1–4) 
MCQs 
Vocabulary Test 
(AO2) 

 
Reading/Writing 
Tasks (AO5–6) 

Poetry: Power 
And Conflict 
(AO1–4) 

English 
Language Exam 
Paper 1 (AO1–
6) 

 
 

AQA English 
Language 
Exam Practice 
Paper 2 (AO1–
6) 

Speaking & 
Listening (AO7–
9) 

Assessment 
End of Year 
AQA English 
Language 
Paper 1 and 2 
(AO1–6) 
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 Autumn term 1 

(8) 

Autumn term 2 (7) Spring term 1 (6) Spring term 2 

(5) 

Summer term 

1 (6) 

Summer term 

2 (7) 

Year 

11 

GCSE 

AQA 

English Language 
Exam Practice 
Paper 2 Baseline 
(AO1–6) 

 

 

Unit:  
Shakespeare 
either Macbeth or 
Romeo and Juliet 
Assessment 
Objectives (AO 1-
6) 

 

Play: An Inspector 
Calls (AO1–4) 

Recap  

 

 

 

Novel: A Christmas 
Carol (AO1–4) 

Recap  

 

Poetry: Power And 
Conflict  

Recap  

(AO1–4) 

 

 

 

Speaking & 
Listening (AO7–9) 

AQA 

English 
Language 
Preparation 
Paper 1 
Assessment 
(AO5 and AO6) 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit: Unseen 
Poetry  

(AO1-6) 

 

Exam 
Preparation  

P16 The Post 16 
scheme is 
dependent on the 
qualification they 
are doing. This will 
be provided to 
individual students 
at the start of Post 
16. 

This Year we will 
be following the 
Scheme of Work 
for the AQA 
English Language 
GCSE  

Papers 1 and 2  

(Similar to Year 
10)  

    

 

 

 

6. Cross-curricular links 

English is central to the development of learning across the curriculum. The ability to communicate, read, 
and write underpins progress in all subject areas. We believe that literacy and language are not confined to 
English lessons but are key to developing thinking, creativity, and understanding in every subject. 

The English curriculum provides meaningful opportunities for pupils to apply and extend their literacy, oracy, 
and communication skills across all areas of learning. 

 

Examples of cross-curricular links at St Vincent’s include: 

• Mathematics – Developing mathematical vocabulary, reading and interpreting problems, explaining 
reasoning verbally or in writing, and sequencing instructions. 

• Science – Writing up investigations, explaining findings, reading scientific texts, and using subject-
specific terminology accurately. 

• History and Geography – Reading historical sources, understanding chronology, interpreting maps 
and texts, researching information, and writing reports and narratives. 

• PSHE and Wellbeing – Expressing opinions, understanding emotions, developing empathy through 
stories, role play, and discussion, and learning respectful communication. 
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• Technology and Computing – Developing digital literacy, word processing, editing, and using online 
research skills responsibly. Pupils also learn to communicate effectively through emails and digital 
platforms. 

• Physical Education – Following instructions, giving and receiving feedback, using language to 
describe movement, teamwork, and sportsmanship. 

• Music and Drama – Building confidence in oracy through performance, listening skills, interpretation 
of lyrics, and expressive communication. 

 

Across all subjects, pupils are encouraged to read for information, write for a purpose, and speak for an 
audience. Staff model accurate language, promote key vocabulary, and create opportunities for meaningful 
communication. 

 

English and SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development) 

English plays a vital role in promoting SMSC development. Through carefully selected texts, discussions, 
and writing opportunities, pupils explore moral dilemmas, cultural diversity, and social responsibility. 

• Spiritual: Pupils reflect on personal experiences, beliefs, and values through literature, poetry, and 
creative writing. 

• Moral: Stories and discussions develop understanding of right and wrong, empathy, and 
consequences of actions. 

• Social: Group work, drama, and debate foster teamwork, respect, and listening to different viewpoints. 

• Cultural: Pupils encounter texts from diverse authors, traditions, and global perspectives, promoting 
appreciation and understanding of different cultures and heritages. 

 

English and the Gatsby Benchmarks (Careers Education) 

The teaching of English directly supports the Gatsby Benchmarks for effective careers education by 
developing essential communication and literacy skills for employment and adult life: 

1. Benchmark 1 – A stable careers programme: English contributes to career pathways through literacy 
projects, enterprise writing, and real-world communication tasks. 

2. Benchmark 2 – Learning from career and labour market information: Pupils use reading and research 
skills to find out about jobs, industries, and vocational opportunities. 

3. Benchmark 3 – Addressing the needs of each pupil: Differentiated literacy and communication tasks 
prepare pupils for appropriate destinations, including supported employment or further study. 

4. Benchmark 4 – Linking curriculum learning to careers: Functional English lessons include workplace 
scenarios, report writing, emails, and presentations. 

5. Benchmark 5 – Encounters with employers and employees: Pupils practise interview skills, writing 
CVs, and formal communication. 

6. Benchmark 6 – Experiences of workplaces: English supports preparation for work experience 
placements through literacy for practical communication. 

7. Benchmark 7 – Encounters with further and higher education: Pupils engage with reading, writing, 
and discussion to prepare for post-16 education. 

8. Benchmark 8 – Personal guidance: English teachers support transition planning and help pupils 
express their aspirations and preferences through discussion and writing. 

 

English and Citizenship 
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Through English, pupils develop the ability to think critically, express opinions, and understand the 
perspectives of others — key skills in becoming active, responsible citizens. 

• Pupils explore themes of democracy, justice, rights, and responsibilities through literature and debate. 

• Speaking and listening activities encourage respectful discussion and awareness of diverse opinions. 

• Writing tasks promote reflection on social and ethical issues in local, national, and global contexts. 

• Texts are chosen to promote tolerance, equality, and inclusion. 

 

English and Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSE) 

English contributes significantly to RSE by providing a safe context for exploring emotions, relationships, 
and identity through reading, writing, and discussion. 

• Pupils explore relationships, empathy, respect, and consent through age-appropriate stories, poetry, 
and drama. 

• Discussion and role-play activities help pupils develop confidence in expressing feelings, 
understanding boundaries, and communicating safely. 

• Reading and writing activities support reflection on self-image, kindness, and diversity in relationships. 

• Communication skills developed in English empower pupils to articulate thoughts and seek help 
appropriately. 
 

7. Assessment, recording and feedback 

7.1 Assessment 

St Vincent’s School uses assessment to enable staff to understand what pupils have learnt before, what they 
need to learn now and what they will learn next.  

 

Formative assessment 

• Teacher Observation 

o Monitoring engagement, effort, and technique during practical work. 

o Assessing how students use materials and respond to feedback. 

• Workbook / Folder Reviews 

o Evaluating the development of ideas, research, experimentation, and annotation. 

o Encouraging self-reflection and documentation of progress. 

• Questioning and Class Discussion 

o Informally assessing understanding of techniques, concepts, and art history. 

o Checking for depth of thought, vocabulary use, and analysis skills. 

• Peer and Self-Assessment 

o Students reflect on their own work or critique classmates’ work. 

o Encourages independent learning and critical thinking. 

• Feedback (Verbal and Written) 

o Regular, specific feedback from the teacher during lessons. 

o Often recorded in sketchbooks or digital platforms (iTrack). 

 

Summative assessment 
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• Project Outcomes 

o Final pieces assessed against clear criteria (e.g., creativity, technique, relevance to theme). 

• End-of-term or end-of-year grades 

o School-based levels – through iTrack). 
 

At the end of each school term pupils will be assessed within 1 of the following bands:  

• Emerging 

• Developing 

• On Track 

• Secure 

• Exceeding 

 

Please see the below linked policies for further details: 

• Assessment policy 

• Teaching and Learning Policy 

 

Marking 

 
Children receive regular feedback and St Vincent’s School marking follows the school’s marking policy. 

More information can be gathered in our marking and feedback policy. 

 

7.2 Recording 

 
In Art, pupils will record their learning in the following ways: 

• Topic books or folders 

• Online assessment-based tool – iTrack  

This may take the form of photographs, pictures, notes or written work, and may be worksheet-based or fully 
independent.  

We will provide regular targets for pupils and provide termly verbal reports against these at parents’ evenings. 
Pupils will receive a written report twice per year, once at Annual Review and once at Monitoring Evening.  

 

 

8. Resources 

8.1 Textbooks and other equipment 

Textbooks and teaching resources are used to support, enrich, and personalise learning in English. 
Resources are carefully selected to match the needs, abilities, and interests of our pupils, providing access to 
the National Curriculum while supporting individual learning pathways. Textbooks, reading schemes, and 
digital platforms provide structured progression in reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary, while additional 
resources such as sensory story materials, visual aids, communication symbols, and multisensory tools 
ensure accessibility for pupils with SEND. Teachers use these materials flexibly, supplementing them with 
real-life texts, literature, media, and creative activities to foster engagement, comprehension, and a love of 
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language. All resources are regularly reviewed to ensure quality, relevance, and alignment with current 
curriculum expectations. 

8.2 External speakers, local museums, trips 

In the English department, we recognise that learning beyond the classroom provides powerful, multisensory 
opportunities to develop communication, language, and literacy skills for pupils with sensory impairments. 
External speakers, visiting authors, poets, theatre practitioners, and storytellers are carefully selected to 
provide inclusive and accessible experiences that enrich the English curriculum. Presentations and 
performances are adapted to meet pupils’ needs — for example, through sign-supported communication, 
captioning, tactile resources, audio description, or sensory storytelling. 

Educational visits to museums, libraries, theatres, and cultural venues are planned to build meaningful links 
between classroom learning and the wider world. Visits are chosen for their accessibility and sensory value — 
such as handling collections, audio-described tours, or interactive exhibits — enabling pupils to experience 
language and storytelling in real contexts. These experiences enhance vocabulary, confidence, and 
communication, while fostering cultural awareness and a love of literature. All visits and external contributions 
are fully risk-assessed, with reasonable adjustments made to ensure inclusion, safety, and maximum 
engagement for every learner, in line with the school’s Educational Visits and Safeguarding Policies. 

 

9. Roles and responsibilities 

9.1 Senior Leadership Team 

The Senior Leadership Team at St Vincent’s school will: 

 Support the subject leader but also hold them to account for the effectiveness of the subject 

 Support staff through the provision of training and resources 

 Monitor the planning and delivery of the subject 

 Ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are met 

 Ensure this policy is reviewed according to the timescales set out  

9.2 Subject leader 

The subject leaders at St Vincent’s school will: 

 Prepare and review subject policy and curriculum plans 

 Promote the study of the subject throughout the school 

 Monitor the teaching and assessment of the subject 

 Attend appropriate CPD  

 Stay informed regarding developments in the study and teaching of the subject 

 Evaluate resources 

 Provide training and CPD to staff on the subject curriculum and its delivery, and keep them informed about 
subject developments nationally  

 Assess the impact of the subject curriculum on pupils’ learning and development 

9.3 Link governor 

The link governor responsible for monitoring the curriculum at our school will: 

 Monitor the impact of the subject across the school and on pupils   

 Monitor teacher workload and professional development 

 Ensure subject action plans are suitable 
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 Monitor the quality of resources 

 Keep track of pupil and parent engagement with the subject 

 Keep up to date with the curriculum (what's taught, why it's taught, and how it's taught) 

9.4 Classroom teacher 

Classroom teachers at our school will: 

 Teach and assess the subject according to the principles laid out in this policy 

 Report to the curriculum manager / Assistant Headteacher 

 Maintain subject knowledge and appropriate CPD 

9.5 Parents 

The parent community at our school will follow the responsibilities set out in the Home School Agreement.  

 

10. Inclusion 

All pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which enables them to make progress in 
relation to their priority needs.  

Pupils at St Vincent’s may have additional needs – sensory, physical, emotional, behavioural or additional 
learning difficulties.  

For these pupils there is a need to provide further modifications to the teaching programmes. As a school we 
ensure we follow the SEND Code of Practice (2014, updated April 2020) and the Education Health Care Plans 
(EHCP). Teachers will plan lessons so pupils with visual impairment and/or sensory need can study Art, 
wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.  

 

Differentiations for Levels of Ability 

• Primary English will be taught in class groups. 

• Pupils in years 7-9 will be taught in groups. 

• Pupils Year 10 and 11 will be taught in groups. 

• 16+ will have the option to take English 

• Pupils follow a broad and balanced English curriculum where the structure:  

1. Matches the pupil task. 

2. Develops skill and manual dexterity levels.  

3. Develops knowledge and understanding of English 

4. Encourages pupils to understand cultural influences 

5. Apply their knowledge and understanding and then reflect critically when evaluating outcomes. 

 

Classroom Approaches 

The classroom approach is based on: 

• Encouragement of pupils to be interested in both subjects. 

• Providing suitable experiences where pupils are encouraged to explore new ideas. 
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• Exposition by the teacher:  

a. To a small teaching group 

b. To an individual pupil. 

• High level of specialist LSA support for pupils. 

• Encourage a relaxed teaching environment in which all participants can experience its various forms 

of investigating and making, using a wide variety of materials and techniques. 

 

The above list is not exhaustive and should be adapted for each individual pupil.  

 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN 
policy and information report. 

 

11. Links to other policies 

This subject policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

• Curriculum policy 

• Assessment policy 

• Marking and Feedback policy 

• SEND policy 

 

12. Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed by staff and governors every year. 


