
 

 

Headteacher’s Weekly Newsletter 

 

Friday 19th September 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we reach the end of week 3, pupils are now firmly back into routines and exploring new 

learning. It has been a pleasure to observe just how quickly new starters have settled – and 

to receive so many positive messages from parents and carers over the past few weeks is 

always a pleasure to read. 

Attendance this week has been on target, and well done to classes T1, Y8 & Y9 who all 

achieved 100%. I know for children and young people with SEND, consistent school 

attendance is especially important. The Department for Education’s guidance (Working 

Together to Improve School Attendance, 2022) highlights that pupils with additional needs 

often require carefully planned support, specialist teaching, and consistency in routines — 

all of which are best delivered through regular, in-person attendance. Each day in school 

offers not only access to learning, but also vital opportunities for developing independence, 

communication, social interaction, and emotional wellbeing. At St Vincent’s School, we 

recognise that some of our pupils face unique challenges, and we are committed to working 

in partnership with families to reduce barriers to attendance, offer personalised support, 

and ensure that every pupil can benefit fully from the rich experiences school has to offer.  

House Points 

The house points system is back in full swing this term, brining with it a renewed sense of 

teamwork, belonging and some friendly competition! The points system has been designed 

to encourage, reward and promote exemplary work. It provides a whole-school approach to 

celebrating success and motivating all pupils to achieve their very best. Criteria for merit 

points include: 

• Full weekly attendance  

• Random Act of Kindness  

• WoW Work  

• Representing School  



• Community Impact. 

House Points as we end the week are Ash (9), Oak (11), Elm (3).  

Residential and Cadets  

This week I was delighted that some of our young people in residential have taken up the 

opportunity to be involved with our local Cadet Detachment. The Cadets is one  of the UKs 

leading youth organisations with thousands of 12-to-18 year olds taking part for fun, 

friendship, action and adventure. This is a great opportunity for some of our residential 

pupils to take a step out of their comfort zone – so very well done indeed to all who took 

part. 

School Newspaper  

This week I had the pleasure of meeting with our very enthusiastic school journalism group 

who were full of creative ideas. Noah, Izzy and Isaac led the discussion as they tested my 

knowledge of the School Council and shared with me some of their plans for a brand new 

school newspaper which will include everything from staff interviews to inclusive artwork. 

National Education Nature Park  

I’m really pleased that St Vincent’s School is now part of the UK’s Education Nature Park, a 

national initiative designed to connect pupils with nature, promote environmental 

awareness and support outdoor learning in schools. As part of our involvement, we’ll be 

mapping biodiversity on our site, exploring how natural spaces support wellbeing, and 

continuing to embed environmental education across the curriculum. There are some 

exciting plans being developed – and I can’t wait to share more with you in due course. 

If you would like to find out more about the Education Nature Park, you can use the below 

link: 

Home | Education Nature Park 

Headteachers Hot Chocolate  

This morning I was joined by Rose who was this weeks Golden Ticket winner. Rose has 

recently joined St Vincent’s School and has worked exceptionally hard to settle into her new 

routines, make new friends and demonstrated a positive attitude to learning in all of her 

lessons. Very well done indeed, Rose. 

Finally, best of luck to all players tomorrow who will be representing St Vincent’s School 

again as they take on Bootle Belles in their 4th fixture of the season.  

 

Wishing all a restful weekend. 

Mr D Swanston  

Headteacher  
 

https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/

